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Meeting Notice

The next Western Meeting will be:

February 20, 2010

7:00 p.m.

Pioneer Hose Co.
Brackenridge, PA

From Rt. 28, take Exit 14 to 366 South
through two lights.  On Tarentum Bridge
approach follow First Avenue exit (right
lane) to the fourth stop sign and turn
left.  The firehal l is approximately 1
block on the right.

A Publication of the Western Pennsylvania Firemen's Association Secretary's Office

P. O. Box 504, New K ensington, PA  15068-0504

E-Mail:  office@wpfa.org     Homepage:  http://www.wpfa.org

Martin Wetmore, President  Voice:  (724) 339-1017    Fax: (724) 339-0445 John Charles Tedorski, Secretary

Dues Notices Included
With This Month �s

Newsletter

IncludedIncluded wiIncluded with thIncluded with this month  �s edition of The Western Gazette is your
company �s annualcompany �s annual duescompany �s annual dues notice.  Dues for company members are $10
perper year.  Companies who participate as one hundred percent
companiescompanies are also receiving a companies are also receiving a rostecompanies are also receiving a roster of members currently on our
rolls.rolls.  Please chPlease chePlease check the membership rosters carefully.  Each year
wewe spend manwe spend many hourwe spend many hours attempting to correct over sights made by
companies when verifying theircompanies when verifying their roster.  You must return theYou must return the roster
generatedgenerated from our computer.  We cannot accept membershipgenerated from our computer.  We cannot accept membership lists
generated from  your computer.

AlsoAlso includedAlso included is a companyAlso included is a company information sheet.  Please complete the
companycompany information sheet.  This.  This information.  This information is not only very useful
ifif we haveif we have questions related toif we have questions related to your returned roster, but also comes in
handyhandy throughout the year should we, or handy throughout the year should we, or anothehandy throughout the year should we, or another member, need to
contacontactcontact someone from your company.  This information is NEThis information is NE VEThis information is NEVER
providedprovided to salespeople or vendors .  It.  It wil l only be used by.  It will only be used by our office
staff, officers,staff, officers, or members of other firestaff, officers, or members of other fire companies when specifically
requested by them.

RememRememberRemember that your company and members � dues must be paRemember that your company and members � dues must be paid bRemember  that your company and members � dues must be paid by
JulyJuly 31 to remain a member in good standing.July 31 to remain a member in  good standing.  You must  be a member in good standing to be eligible to receive any association services,
includingincluding the death benefit.  If your officers have any questionsincluding the death benefit .  If your officers have any questions or needincluding the death benefit.  If your officers have any questions or need assistance in completing the roster and dues payment information,
pleaseplease contact theplease contact the office by the methods listed at the top of this newsletter.  Ourplease contact the office by the methods listed at the top of this newsletter.  Our office staff will be most happy to assist.  Clearing up
misunderstandings at the beginning is always easier than clearing them up later.

Essay Contest Winners To Be Awarded Prizes at
March 20 Banquet

(R.S.V.P. Required)

TheThe winners ofThe winners of the association �s annual Fire Prevention EssayThe winners of the association � s annual Fire Prevention Essay Contest will be presented their prizes at a special banquet/meeting held
March 20, 2010, at the Springdale Township (Allegheny County) VFD hall.  This is the nigh t of our monthly meeting.

TheThe event is h eld in a   � Banquet �  format in  whichThe event is held in a   �Banquet �  format in which the meal is served first and the prizes are awarded after the meal. This formatThe event is held  in a   � Banquet �  format in which  the meal is  served fi rst and th e prizes are awarded after the meal. This format al lows
thethe winners to interact with the officers andthe winners to in teract with the officers and members of our organization, the representatives of the various fire departments,the winners to interact  with the officers and members of our organization , the representatives of the various fire departmen ts,  family,
friends,friends, and teacher s who are attending th e banquet.  The entire focus offriends, and teachers who are attending the banquet.  Th e entire focus of the evening ifriends,  and teachers who are attendin g the banquet.  The en tire focus of the evening is honoring the winners.   A very abbreviated
meeting is held at the end of the banquet to transact any vital association business.  

TheThe winners of the contest will  be notified byThe winners of the contest will be notified by letter in the near future.  Also, the fireThe winners of the contest wil l be notified by letter in the near future.  Also, the fir e chief of each sponsoring depar tment wil l be notified
by letter so thatby letter so that he or she, or a delegate, canby letter  so that he or  she, or a delegate, can  atten d to help congratulate the child.  It  is important to note that  neither the winners, nor
thethe chiefs, are notified of exactly what prize hasthe chiefs, are notified of exactly what prize has been won.the chiefs, are notified of exactly what prize has been won.  Our office will also not release this information.  We hope this will encourage
everyoneeveryone to attend.  Remember that youreveryone to attend.  Remember that your company does not have to have a winner to have a representative attendeveryone to attend.  Remember that your company does not have to have a winner to have a representative attend the banquet.  The more
firefighters we can have on hand to help congratulate the winners, the more enjoyable the evening will be.

We are askin g persons planning to attend the banquet to R.S.V.P.  to the association offices by March 5.  Please call the office at 
724-339-1017 and leave your name, fire company name,  and the and leave your name, fire company name,  and th e number at tending with you and leave your name, fire company name,  and the number attending with you so that we can give our hosts an accurate
countcount of the number ofcount of the number of meals necessary.    We will be unable to take additional reservations for meals after this date.  You cancount of the number of meals necessary.    We will be unable to take additional reservations for meals after this date.  You can also e-mail
your R.S.V.P. to office@wpfa.org.

Sp e c ia l Ev e n t s  Th is  M o n t h

Annual Association Workshop February 20, 2010, at 6 p.m. (one hour before regular meeting) at Pioneer Hose
Brackenridge.  The topic this year will be Changes in IRS Regulations for Non-Profit Organizations..  The workshop
will be led by Tracey Kalik, C.P.A.,  of Wilder and Company, our association auditors,  and will highlight the recent
changes to regula tions related to filing of an IRS Form 990 for non-profit  organizations.  Association certificates of
training will be awarded for attendance.

Audit Committee Meeting (for exit of 2009-2010 audit) Februrary 20, 2010, at 5:30 in Brackenridge before
the annual workshop and monthly meeting.



DATES TO REMEMBER:

February 20, 2010
Annual Association Seminar at 6 p.m.

in Brackenridge before regular meet ing

March 20, 2010
Essay Contest Winners Banquet

July 31, 2010
Deadline for Payment of 2010-2011 Dues

August 6 through 11, 2010
 Annual Convention in Kiski Township

Armstrong County, PA

By-Law Committee Proposes Addition

TheThe Bylaw Committee of the association proposed the following
bylaw change at the January meeting:

Add Article XV
UponUpon Upon the dissolution  of the Associat ion,  the Board of Con trol
shall,shall, after payinshall, after paying or mshall, after paying or making provision for the payment of all
thethe liabilities of the Association, distrithe liabilities of the Association, distribthe l iabil ities of the Associat ion,  distr ibute a ll of the assets of
thethe Association for such charitable, educational, or scientific
purposespurposes within the Section 501(c)(3) of the Internalpurposes within the Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
CodeCode of 1986 orCode of 1986 or the corresponding provisionsCode of 1986 or the corresponding provisions of any subsequent
FederalFederal tax laws, as the Board of Control shall Federal tax laws, as the Board of Control shall deFederal tax laws, as the Board of Control sh all determine.
Further,Further, these Bylaws expressly prohibitFurther, these Bylaws expressly prohibit the use ofFurther, these Bylaws expressly prohibit the use of any surplus
fundsfunds for private inurement to any person in the event of the
dissolution of the Association.

TheThe firstThe first reading of the changeThe first reading of the change was approved by motion and the
secondsecond reading will be at the February 2010second reading will be at the February 2010 meeting.  The third
reading,reading, with finalread ing, with  fina l voreading, with final vote, will be at the April 2010 meeting, as
there is no regular business conducted at the March meeting.

Convention Lodging Information

OurOur conventionOur convention hosts in Kiski Township, Armstrong County, have provided the followingOur convention hosts in Kiski Township, Armstrong County, have provided the following information about hotels
for our members to make necessary reservations for convention:

Quality Inn Royle, 425 Butler Rd., Kit tanning, PA 724-435-1159 (20.2 miles from tent city)
2 Doubles or 1 King $84.99 + Tax; 1 Queen $74.99 + Tax.  There is a restaurant and lounge on site.
(No block of rooms available due to other events in the area; make reservations as soon as possible.)

Country Manor Motel, 4168 Rt. 66, Apollo, PA 724-727-3431 (6.5 miles from tent city)
$45 a night one bed, $51 a night two double beds.  No bar or restaurant on site.  Book as soon as possible.

Crossroads Inn & Motel 1127 State Rt. 356, Leechburg, PA 724-842-0741 (7.3 miles from tent city)
$40$40 a night.  Bar$40 a night .  Bar and$40 a night .  Bar and restaurant on site.  They only take reservations 1 month before because they only have five
rooms.

Clarion Hotel, 300 Tarentum Bridge Rd., New Kensington, PA 724-335-9171 (16.7 miles from tent city)
$73.99 + Tax per room per night (block of 15 rooms) Bar and restaurant on site.  Reserve by July 6.

Super 8, 180 Sheffield Dr., Delmont,  PA 724-468-4888 (16.5 Miles from tent city)
$60 + Tax.  Have a block of 15 rooms.  Reserve by July 6.

Lake �s Roadhouse, 2847 River Road, Vandergrift,  PA 724-567-5405.  (7 miles from tent city)
$45 + tax.  There is a bar and restaurant on site.  Reserve up to one week in advance. 

Convention Survey Enclosed with Newsletter

TheThe Bylaw Committee has created a survey toThe Bylaw Committee has created a survey to gauge response to the change in convention format last year.  AThe Bylaw Committee has created a survey to gauge response to the change in convention format last year.  A copy
ofof the survey is included with theof the survey is included with the newsletter this month.  Please review theof the survey is included with the newsletter this month.  Please review the survey with the members of your company
andand send your feedback to theand send your feedback to the committee as the organization considers makingand send your feedback to the committee as the organization considers making permanent changes to the structure
ofof our convention.  Please complete the survey asof our convention.  Please complete the survey as soon as possible so that responses can be tabulatedof our convention.  Please complete the survey as soon as possible so that responses can be tabulated and considered
by the various committees involved with convention.

Surveys should be returned to:

ByLaw Convention Survey
PO Box 504

New Kensington, PA 15068-0504


